Dear U of M Club of Ann Arbor Members,
As I began this year as your club president, I have faced many unexpected challenges that no one could
have predicted. Covid- 19 is now a household word, one that has an entire world focused on it. In past
years by now, the club would have had a kickoff luncheon. We were unable to schedule a kickoff
luncheon this season. We have made the hard decision to cancel the entire football luncheon schedule
for the 2020-21 seasons. We remain optimistic about basketball, and at this time we are only holding
date with Weber’s. Everything is really based on the Governor of the state, and the status of Covid- 19
virus. Group gathering at this time are restricted to 10 individuals per group. We have many loyal club
members that would not be able to attend because the many health concerns that many of us have.
With the cancellation of the kickoff luncheon we are unable to have our annual club meeting.
Depending on the development with the virus, we plan to schedule this meeting at a later date.
We are a family so we need to look out for each other, and step back for a few weeks to allow this virus
to run its course. As members of the University of Michigan of Ann Arbor Club, we are all connected by
our desire to support our University. We exist as a club to support and advance the interest of all
students attending the university. We do this primarily through scholarships that we offer to students
graduating from Washtenaw County high schools as well as athletic program support. During the 201819 academic year our club donated $ 9,000 to Washtenaw county high school graduates, $ 3,500 to our
endowed football scholarship, and $1,000 to Portnoy men’s basketball manger’s scholarship. For the
2019-20 academic year we gave $7,500 to Washtenaw County high school graduates, $3,500 to our
endowed football scholarship, $1,000 to Portnoy men’s basketball manager’s scholarship, and $1,000 to
Women’s soccer. For these two seasons we provided a total of $26,500 in Scholarships to University of
Michigan students. We want to continue this support. This can be accomplished by each member
renewing their memberships. When you think about what the membership fee is used for, the amount
is small.
This is why the board is asking you to renew your membership during this crisis in our country. Your
membership will help insure the club continue, and in a safe manner. Your renewal fee will insure that
the scholarship that we committed to will continue to support university of Michigan students some
whom might be struggling at this time. The fact that we aren’t doing luncheon will also mean more
funds for students, as there will be less overhead associated with the luncheons.
For those of you who have not been receiving the Sunday Blast from the club, or other email
notifications there is an explanation for this. One, you might want to start checking your spam box. Also,
if you are someone who doesn’t clean out your mailbox regularly the club email will not go through a
full mailbox. This will cause the email to be return to club.
The club email address is uofmclubaa@gmail.com for questions or comments.
I am asking that through continuing your membership the club can continue to support our students and
athletic programs at the University of Michigan. Here’s to good health, and GO BLUE!

Emery Chatman
President, U of M Club of Ann Arbor; 2020-2021

